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PUBUSHERS^ NOTE 



The renewal of the plates of the First Reader, 
worn by the printing of many editions, has afforded 
the opportunity — of which the authors and publish- 
ers have availed themselves — to make some changes 
and revisions. These changes, embodying suggestions 
which have come from appreciative users of the book, 
will, it is hoped, render the Reader even more accept- 
able to its wide constituency. Many of the illustra- 
tions, in the First Reader, as well as in the Second 
and Third Readers, have been redrawn, and the pub- 
lishers feel that artistically, as well as pedagogically, 
the "Stepping Stones to Literature" continue to meet 
the most exacting requirements of American schools. 
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This is Kate. 



A FIRST READER. 



This is Ben. 



This is Pan. 



Elate Ben Fan 



A FIRST READER. 



Fan 



This is Kitty. 




See Kitty. 




Ben, see Kitty. 




Kate likes Kitty. 




Kate likes Ben. 




Kate likes Fan. 




Ben 


Kitty 


likes 


This is 



A FIBST BSACER. 



run 



Ben can run. 

Kitty can run. 

Can Kate run? 

Can Fan run? 

Run, Ben! 

Run, Kitty, run! 

Ben and Kitty like to run. 



A FIRST READER. 



the ball 
and 



a cup 
too 



This is a ball. 
See the ball, Kitty. 




This is a cup. 

Kate, see the cup. 

See the ball and the cup. 



See this baU, Kitty. 
Kitty likes a ball. 
Ben likes a ball, too. 
Ben, see the ball. 



A FIRST READER. 



you 

See this cow. 
This is Fan. 
I see you, Pan. 



dog 




See this dog. 
This is Ben. 
I see you, Bea 



Ben is a dog. 

Pan is a cow. 

Ben, can you see Fan? 

Fan, can you see Ben? 

Kate likes Ben and Fan. 



A FIRST READER. 



get good 

Ben! Ben! See the ball! 

Kun, Ben, run! 

Get the ball, Ben. 

Ben is a good dog. 

Good Ben! Kun and get the ball. 



A FIRST READER. 




jump ' — ' —pf'^:^ my kitty 

This is my kitty. 
She can run and jump. 
She is a good kitty. 
Kitty! Kitty! Kitty! 
Run and jump, Kitty! 
Can Kitty get the ball? 



A FIRST HEADER. 



This is Pan. 

Good Pan! Good cow! 

I see you, good Pan. 
I like Pan, and Fan likes me. 
I like Kitty, and Kitty likes me. 
I like Ben, and Ben likes me. 



A FIRST READER. 



milk drink 

Tliis is a cup of milk, Kitty. 
Do you see the good milk? 
Kitty likes milk. 
Drink the milk, Kitty. 



A FIRST READIER. 



bread eat 

See this bread and milk. 
Kate likes bread and milk. 
Ben likes bread and milk. 
Kitty likes bread and milk. 

Milk is good to drink. 

Bread is good to eat 

Do you like bread and milk? 



16 A FIRST READER. 



Fan < Ben- I Kate 



Kitty ; cup j ball 



milk \ eat > too 



dog \ can \ see 



run i get i good 



do < like \ cow 



jump s bread > drink 



A FIRST READER. 



i play 

Eatty has a ball. 
She Ukes to play. 
See her run and jump. 
Ben likes to play, too. 
Get the ball, Kitty. 
Run and get the ball. 
Kate likes to play ball, too. 



18 A FIRST READEH. 



Ben is a 



Ben is a dog. 



Fan is a 



_ • 

I can see and 



Kate can 



Kitty can 



Ben eats — — and 



Ben is a good 



Kitty can ball 



Kate likes to play 



Kate has a kitty. 

Kitty likes , and Kate likes 

Can you jump and ? 



Can you play ? 



A FIRBT READER. 



Baby 
little 
hand 



This is Baby. 

See her little hand. 

Baby has a ball. 

See the little ball. 

Can you play ball, Baby? 

Come, Baby, come to me. 

Come and play baU. 



A FIRST Br.AT>F,W. 



thank gives 

Come, Kate, and see me milk Fan. 
You like Fan's good milk. 
She gives milk to you and to Baby. 
Baby hkes milk to drink. 
Thank you, Fan, for the good milk. 



A FIRST READER. 21 



takes care water Frank 



Frank takes care of Fan. 

He gives her water to drink. 

I take care of Baby. 

I give her milk to drink. 

I thank you, Fan, for the milk. 

Good Fan! Baby and I like you. 

Take good care of Fan, Frank. 



jump good give 

play little gives 

run water take 

get bread takes 



23 A FIB8T 



old .brook grass 



Fan has come to the brook. 

Baby Fan is with her. 

Old Fan takes care of Baby Fan. 

She is good to little Fan. 

Old Fan likes water to drink. 

She Ukes to eat grass. 

Baby Fan drinks milk. 

Kate Ukes milk to drink, too. 



Come, Baby Fan. 
Come, little Fan. 
Come and see me. 
Come, little Fan, come. 



A FIRST READER. 



FAN AND BABY FAM. 



24 A FIRST RSADBR. 



What does Who 

[Read the questions and answer them.] 

What can Kitty do? 
What can Ben do? 
What can Kate do? 

What does Fan eat? 



What does Ben eat? 

What does Kitty eat ? 
What does Baby like? 
What do you hke to do? 
What does Kate Hke to do? 

Who takes care of Fan ? 

Who takes care of Baby? 

Who takes care of you ? 



A FIRST RRADER. 



26 



Sounds of the Letters. 




apple 



a A 



baby 



b B 




c 



cup 




dog 




d D 





e E 



^SS 



fish 



f F 



A FIRST READKIt. 



© 


gill 


hen 


^ 




gG 


h H 






Indian 


Jack 




i I 






J J 




Kitty 


lily ^ 


% 




k K 


1 L 


1 



A FIRST READER. 





mouse 


nest 




^ 










m M i 


! n N 




ox 






pig 









pP 




queen 


robin 

1 


W 




qQ 1 


r R 


^ 
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A FIRST READER. 



^k^ 



sun 



s S 



tree 



t T 




u U 




umbrella 




violet 



V Y 




wing 



w W 



X X 





zebra 



yam 



yT 




z Z 



A FIRST READER 29 



JA^ GXfiAaS^. 



da. J3 A Co £Ld 

di /^ jti xe 



^ 



i 2 3 i^ S b 7 S' q 



A FIRST READER. 



12 3 4 5 

one two three four five 



6 7 8 9 10 

six seven eight nine ten 



A FIRST READER. 



chickens black white 

See the little chickens. 

One, two, three, four, five, six chickena 

One, two black chickens. 

One, two, three, four white chickens 

Get the water to drink, little chickens. 

Come, get the bread and water. 



smile 
Bess 
win 



This is Baby Bess. 

Come, Babyl Come to mel 

Bess likes me. 

Smile, little baby. 

Smile, little Bess. 

Can you play ball, little Bess? , 

Will you play with me? 



A FIRKT ItBAX>BR. 



Fred boy sister big name swim 

This boy is Fred, 
Baby Bess is Fred's sister. 
Kate is his sister, too. 
Fred has ten chickens. 
He has a big dog. 
The dog's name is Ben. 
Fred is good to little Bess. 
He plays with her and gets 
her milk to drink. 

Fred likes to fish. 

He gets fishes in the brook. 

The fishes swim in the brook. 



34 A FIRST RBACEB. 

lives house here brother have 



Fred lives in this house. 
Baby Bess lives here, too. 
Fred is her brother. 
Fred is Kate's brother, too. 
Have you a little sister? 
Have you a big brother? 



A FIRST READER. 35 

— — — — *— — ^"^ 



[Bead the questions and answer them.! 

What is your name? 
What is your sister's name? 
What is your brother's name ? 
Can you play ball? 
Have you a ball ? 
What do you hke to eat? 
Do you like bread and milk? 
Can you run like Ben? 
Can you jump like Kitty? 
Have you a baby sister ? 
Have you a baby brother? 
Can you take care of Baby ? 
Can you milk a cow? 



A FIRST READER. 



throw stick 

Ben can swim. 

He likes to play in the water. 

See me throw this stick into the water. 

Ben wiU get it. 

Run, Ben! Get the stick! 

See him swim. 

Good Ben 1 Swim for the stick. 



A FtBST READER. 





(en) 


(aok) 


(eat) 


(ide) 


& 


Ben 


Jack 


meat 


ride 


^J 


hen 


back 


beat 


hide 


^L 


ten 


lack 


seat 


tide 


chair 

(oh) 


men 
pen 


pack 
black 


heat 
neat 


wide 
slide 


(an) 


(un) 


(ell) 


(est) 




can 


run 


feU 


nest 




man 


fun 


teU 


rest 




fan 


smi 


seU 


best 




ran 
tan 


gun 
bun 


deU 

well 


west 
vest 


ship 
(sh) 


(a) 


(e) 


(i) 


(0) 


(«) 


Fan 
pan 
and 


Ben 

hen 
end 


Jill 
will 
ship 


dog 
log 
dot 


cup 
up 

cut 


band 


send 


whip 


lot 


nut 



A FIRST HEADER. 



No 
make 
bird 
made 



I am a bird. This is my nest. 

My nest is my house. 

I made my house. 

I made it of little sticks. 

Have you a nest? 

No, I have a house. 
Can you make a house? 



A FIRST RKAJDER. 38 



morning fly shall where 



Fred, come and see the robin. 

Do you see him? 

Good morning, Robin ! Where do you live? 

I Hve in my nest. 

My nest is in the tree. 

Here it is. I made it. 

Do you like robins? 

Will you like my little robins? 

They will fly. Can you fly? 

They will live in my nest. 

I shall take care of them. 

Kate, come and see my nest. 



A FIRST READER. 



Helen Ned 

I am a little girl. 
I live in this house. 

Helen is my sister, and Ned is my brother. 
They live in this house, too. 
Do you see Helen and Ned? 



A FIRST READER. 41 



flowers sing mother loves 

Do you see our trees? 

Do you see our flowers? 

The httle birds sing in our trees. 

They make nests in the trees, too. 

Helen and I like to see the robins. 
We like to see the mother bird. 
She makes a nest for the baby birds. 
Our mother takes care of us. 
The mother robin takes care of the 

little robins. 
She loves her baby birds. 
Our mother loves us. 



A FIBST READER. 



-Jfvi.t? 



A FIRST READER. 43 



Here I am ! Here I am ! 

Do you see me? Do you see me? 

I am Robin. I am Robin. 

Here I am! Here I am! 



Good morning, Robin. 

« 

I see YOU in the tree. 

Where do you live? 
I live in my nest. 
My nest is in the tree. 
I made it. I made it. 
ComOj Helen! Come, Helen I 
See my nest. See my nest. 
Do not take it! Do not take it! 



A FIRST RH&DER. 



This is my home. 

My father and mother live here, and my 
little sister and brother. 

Little fish, where is your homel 
My home is in the water. 

Little bird, «^~._^ where do you live ? 
I hve in ^^ my nest. 

Little flower, where is your borne ? 
My home is in the field. 




A VIBST OEADEB. 



To BE SUMG AND L£ABNBD BY HEABT. 

''Mid pleasures and palaces 

Though we may roam, 
Be it ever so humble, 

There's no place like home} 
A charm from the skies 

Seems to hallow us there. 
Which, sought through the world, 

Is ne'er met with elsewhere. 
Home, home! Sweet, sweet homel 

Be it ever so humble, 
There's no place like home." 

(Sapagtiaj 



A FIRST READER 



flsherman boat sail 



Jack lives by the sea. 

His father is a fisherman.' 

Jack is a little fisherman, too. 

He has a boat. 

He can sail Ms father's boat. 

He can swim like a fish. 

Can you swim and sail a boat? 

Do you like the sea? 



A FIHffr RCAI3BR. 



George rides farm farmer horses 



George lives on a farm. 

His father is a farmer. 

George plays in the fields. 

What can he do on the farm? 

He rides on the horses, and milks the cows. 



4<3 -A. ^'Ifft?!' 



Maij lamlj coTered wool 



Greorge has a little sist-er. 
She lives on the £ann. toa 
Her name is Maiy. 
!MaiT has ten httle chickens. 
She takes care of the chickens. 
!Maiy has a little lamb. 



han< 



She j^ves the lamb milk to drink. 
The lamb is covered with wooL 
The wool is white. 
Have you a lamb, too? 
Do you live on a fe,rm? 



A 


FIRST RBABER. 


4S 








city 






cars 






children 






I do not live 






by the sea. 






I do not live on a farm. 




My home is in 


the city. 





George rides a horse, Jack sails a boat, 
and I ride in the cars. 

What can city children do? 
What can you play on the farm? 
What can you play by the sea? 



so 



[Do yon know theae words?] 



&ther 



boat 



fiirm 



mother 



sail 



fields 



sister 



swim 



horses 



brother 



fish 



chickens 



fisherman 



children 



former 



flowers 



to 
of 
for 



on 



by 



m 



who 

what 

when 



fi*om 



into 



where 



with 



am 



why 



A FIRST READER. 



Jack and Jill 

Went up the hill 
To get a pail of water; 

Jack fell down 

And broke his crown, 
And Jill came tumbling after. 

I3et page IgS.'} 
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Tom red 

Do you see this horse? 
This is good old Tom. 
He is a black horse. 
Ben is black and white. 
Kitty is black and white. 
Old Pan is red and white. 



A FIRST READER. 03 



load hay draw 

^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^. ^^. ^^ — ^^ — ^>^ — .^^ ^^. ^^. ^^. ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

Tom can draw a load of hay. 
Kate and I can ride on Tom. 
We ride on the load of hay, too. 
Old Tom likes hay to eat. 
We get hay for him to eat. 

■ 

Frank takes care of Tom. 
He takes care of Fan, too. 
He gives Fan hay to eat. 



black hay ride 

back may hide 

tack say side 

sack way wide 
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Have you any wool?" 
"Yes, sir; yes, sir; 

Three bags ftill. 
One for my master, 

One for my dame, 
One for the little boy 

That lives in the lane." 

^Seepage ifff.] 



A FIRST RSADER. 



under found ripe sweet down 

Mary has found an apple. 
She is under the apple tree. 
Do you see her? 
She likes to eat the ripe 

red apples. 
She is singing: — 
"Red apples on the tree 

I love to see. 

Red . apples, red apples, 

Come down to me ! 

Sweet apples, ripe apples, 

Come down to me I" 



How feeds 

hill know 

book seen 

How do you do, little girl? 
What is your name? 

My name is May. 

I live in the house on the lull. 

What is your name? 

Where do you live? 

Have you a book like my book? 



57 



Do you know Jack? 

He is a little fisherman. 

He can swim in the water. 

Do you know George ? 

He is a little farmer. 

He feeds the horses and cows. 

Have you seen old Fan, and Ben, and 

Kitty, and Tom? 
Do you know Helen, and Mary, and Kate ? 
Do you know little Baby Bess? 



What do you like to play? 
Can you sail a boat? 
Can you ride a horse? 



58 A FIRST 8EAOEEL 

Mary had a little lamb, 
Its fleece was white as snow; 
And everywhere that Mary went 
The lamb was sure to go. 

' It followed her to school one day, 
Which was against the rule; 
It made the children laugh and play, 
To see a lariib at school. 

So then the teacher turned it out. 
But still it lingered near, 
And waited patiently about 
Till Mary did appear. 

"What makes the lamb love Mary so?^ 
The eager children cry; 
"Why, Mary loves the lamb, you know,** 
The teacher did reply. 

(5w page 198.} 



A FIRST READER. 



lUBT AND BEB LAHS. 



A. ETSSr H£Ai:£B. 



goes read saw 



Mary goes to sohoc»L 

She likes to read her bo^-^ksL 

Have yoa books to read*? 

Marr has a little lamb. 

Tlie lamb went to school one day. 

It followed Mary. 

"What did the children do? 

Tliev lauojhed and plaved, when ther saw 

the lamb in school. 
"What did the teacher do then? 
Have you a little lamb? 
!)(} you go to school? 

[«M p^» im.^ 



" Good morning, Sun ! I am glad to see you." 
"Good morning, little girll I am glad to 
see you." 



62 A FIHST HEADER. 



round sunshine glad hear 



I see the sun. 
How round it is I 
I see the sunshine. 
Sunshine makes me glad. 
Come, Sun, and give us sunshine. 
We like your sunshine, good Sun. 
Can you hear us thank you? 
Shine, Sun I 
Smile, Uttle children! 
Sunshine makes us glad- 
Smiles make us glad, too. 
Smiles are sunshine. 
GHad children are like sunshine. 



hear glad come thank shine 
near sad some bank sunshine 



A FIRST REABER. 



rise soon sky light 

dear while work bright 



See the sun rise! 
Soon he will be up in the sky. 
He comes to give us light. 
We love the bright sun. 

Good morning, dear Sun! 

We are glad to see you. 

We like your bright sunshine. 

We can make sunshine, too. 

Shine all day, dear Sun. 

Shine, shine, all the day, 

WhUe we work, and while we playl 



AMOUiS HKA]>B. 



A FIRST RSAOCR. 65 



sunbeam dark lost 
cradle let cried 

Let us play that we are sunbeams. 
Where shall we go? 
I will go to the little bird in its nest. 
I will go to the little baby in the cradle. 
I will go to the little flower in the dark. 
I will go to the little mother at home. 
Will you be a sunbeam, too? 
Do you like this play ? 



I played that I was a sunbeam. 
Baby Bess lost her ball in the dark. 
Then she cried, and cried, and cried. 
I found the ball, and Baby smiled at me. 
I like to play that I am a sunbeam. 
I like to make Baby glad. 



windflower near grew find grow 



/ 




JA^ lUZruMo'Uf-eAy. 

May went into the fields 
to play. 
I She found this wind- 
flower near the brook. 
It grew in the sunshine. 
"Little flower! do you like 
the sunshine ? " 
"Tes, the sunshine makes me grow. 
Does sunshine make children grow? 
Do children like the sunshine? 
Do they like flowers?" 

May likes to go into the fields. 
She likes to find the sweet flowers. 
Little May is like the sunshine. 



A FIRST BTJATIER. 



vowels letter stands 



Here are five little girls. 

They are Ada, Eva, Ida, Ora, and Una. 

A stands for Ada. 

E stands for Eva. 

I stands for Ida. 

stands for Ora. 

tr stands for Una. 
A, E, I, 0, U, are vowels. 
Can you find a vowel in your name? 
What letter stands for your name? 



a 


a- 


& 


e- 


J 


v 


Q. 


o- 


\1L 


o- 



68 A FIRST READER. 



fJ.£o^n/^uMZA^aMnri^ 
(2myd^u^^S-yyaMtA^6A<>^^ 



BoBBRT Louts STsvEKao]^ 



Frcm ** The CMUPs Chirden of VeraeB," 

Bppmrmtuifm t/CharUt 8or(bn$r*$ Son*. 



Children dumld memorize the verses, and then find the tuorda tohidi 
are easily recognized by their sounds or by their places. 



A FIRST RBADER, ( 

cold green pretiy growing 



Here 

She SI 

Fan likes the cold water. 

She likes the green grass, too. 

I see pretty flowers growing by the brook. 

Will she eat the pretty flowers ? 

Drink the cold water, old Tan. 



70 A FIRST READER. 



faces . look away going 

The little birds like the brook. 

They like to drink the cold water. 

The flowers like the brook, too. 

They can see their faces in it. 

The trees grow near the brook. 

They look into the water 

The brook makes the grass grow. 

The brook sings to the trees. 

It sings to the flowers. 

It sings to old Fan and to me. 

I like to hear the brook sing. 

" Dear brook ! do not run away. 

Little brook, little brook ! where are you 

going ? " 
"I am going to the sea." 



A TtRBT HEADER. 



"Asters by the brook side 
Make asters in the brook." 

H. H. 



A FIRST READER. 

[Find these words.] 

north wind 
blow 
snow 
warm 
barn 
keep 
hide 
poor thing 

The north wiad doth blow, 

And we shall have snow; 

And what will the robin do then, 
Poor thing? 

He will fly to the barn 

To keep himself warm, 

And hide his head under his wing, 

[ 8m page 12s. ] 



Poor thing! 



A FIRST R£AX>ER. 73 



bluebird song color back earth breast 

Do you hear that bird singing ? 

It is the bluebird. 

Hear him sing. 

How glad he is I 

You came too soon, little bluebird. 

The cold winds blow. 

We shall have snow. 

What will you do then ? 

How will you keep warm ? 

The bluebird sings a glad song. 

The color of the sky is on his back, and the 

color of the earth is on his breast. 
Sing, little bird, sing. 
We like to see you and hear you. 
You make the children glad. 



74 



A FIRST READER. 



Have you heard the robins singmg, 

Little one, 
Where the rosj day is breaking, — 

When 'tis done? 
Have you heard the wooing breeze 
In the blossomed orchard trees. 
And the drowsy hum of bees 

In the sun? 

AU the earth is ftdl of music, 

Little May; 
Bird and bee and water singing 

On their way. 
Let their silver voices fall 
On thy heart with happy caU ! 
"Praise the Lord, who loveth all, 



Night and day. 



99 



[See page ISS.'] 



A FIRST READER. 



76 



JflyO PiJA^^ lA/tlio-up. 



Pussy Willow 



hid 



winter. 



Come, children, come ! 

Here I am down by the brook. 

I hid in my little house all winter. 

Here I am, in the willow tree. 

Do you see me ? 

I am Pussy Willow. 

Come, children, comel 



The brook sings as it runs. 

It is glad that Pussy Willow has 



come. 



Hear it laugh and singl 

Laugh, little brook I Sing as you 



run. 



Sing, little brook, singl 



7B A FIRST 



hungiy bush berries 

dinner very said chirp 

One day I saw a mother robin. 
She had four little robins. 
They were very hungry.*^ 
The mother robin found a big bush with 
red berries on it. 

4 

" Chirp, chirp, chirp," said the mother robin. 
" Come here ! Come here ! Come here ! 



Fly to the bush! Fly to the bush! 

Here is your dinner. 

Come here ! Come here ! Come here ! " 

"Chirp, chirp, chirp," said the Uttle robins. 

"This is a good dinner. 

We like red berries. 

Thank you, mother robia 

Thank you for our good dinner.'' 
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The clouds had been heavy and dark all day, 
I had looked for the sun in vain; 

But sweet and clear, in the maple near, 
The robins sang in the rain. 

Ah, boys and girls who sit and sigh, 
And of dreary days complain! 

In cloud and sun work bravely on, — 
The robins sing in the rain. 

[Seepage iZS.'i' 
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beautiM yellow orange 

manima rainbow wall 



What does Dan see in the sky? 

He sees a beautiful rainbow. 

It came in the sunshine after the rain. 

Can you see its beautiful colors? 

Yiolet, blue, green, yellow, orange, and red 

How glad Dan is to see the rainbow I 

Now he is glad that the rain came. 

« 

Mamma saw the beautiful rainbow. 

" Do you like it, Dan ? " she said. 

" Yes, I am glad it came," said Dan. 

" I will make the rainbow colors on the 
wall," said mamma. 

"Here they are: 

Violet, blue, green, yellow, orange, red." 
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story pot gold far 

walked asleep foot tired 

Do you know the story about the rainbow? 

I like to hear it 
Shall I tell it to you? 
They say that a pot of gold is hid at the 

foot of the rainbow. 
A little boy went to find it one day. 
He walked, and walked, and walked; but 

the foot of the rainbow was far away. 
Then he fell asleep, for he was tired. 
His mother found him under a tree. 
He did not find the pot of gold. 
Can you tell why ? 
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dandelion rose 

I can name the colors 
of the rainbow. Can 
you ? 
They are violet, blue, green, yeUow, orange, 

and red. 
Where can I find the colors of the rain- 
bow? 
I know. They are in the flowers. 
Violet in the violets, and blue in the sky; 
Green in the grass, and yellow in the 

dandelion ; 
Orange in the orange, and red in the rose. 



Uy'ui-i^n^i'OAAt-i/rbtA'iyiiA^. " 
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• 

The robin hag a breast. 


• 


The willow tree grows by the — 


• 


Old Fan likes to drink. 




Dan saw the colors. 




The mother robin found red — 


— for her 


little robins. 




Apples grow on — — . 




Birds make in treesi. 




Mary's lamb went to . 




Jack can sail his father's , 




Ben can in the water. 


• 


G^eorge lives on a . 

• 


k 


(a) (e) (i) 


• 

(o) 


Kate he find 


go 


make me like 


no 



take see hide old 

gave tree ride told 
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sits long there leaves fast 



By the brook grows a tree. 

In the tree is a nest. 

On the nest sits a bird. 

" Little bird, tell me why you sit so long 
on your nest." 
"I have four little eggs in my nest, and I 

must keep them warm. 
There are little birds in the eggs. 
I hide them under my warm breast. 
Soon there wiU be four little birds to feed." 
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"Sing, little brook, while I sit on my nest 

in the tree. 
Sing for the dear little birds that are 

coming." 

"Tree, tree," 

said the little 

brook, " why 

do your leaves 

grow so fast?" 

"To hide the 

little nest and 

the baby birds. 

If I hide the 

nest, the old cat will not find the birds." 



hide 


nest 


found 


sing 


grow 


ride 


best 


ground 


ring 


know 


side 


rest 


round 


wing 


flow 
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seed call time 



I am com. 

See my long green leaves. 
Can you find my ears? 
I hide them in the green 



Once I was a little seed. 
The farmer hid me in the 

dark earth. 
The sunbeam and the rain 

came down to call me 

out of the dark. 
"Come, little seed," they 

said, " it is time to grow. 
The robin and the bluebird are singing in 

the trees. 
The windflower has come." 
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Then my little leaf grew up into the air. 
My little roots went down into the earth. 
My leaves grew in 
the air and the 
sunshine. 
My stem grew tall 
and strong. 
My beautifiil blossoms grew in the sun and 

the rain. 
Do you know why the farmer plants me in 

his field? 
Do you know why little chickens like me? 
Do you like me, too? 
I am called Indian corn. Do you know 
why? _^^_______„ 

leaf air roots stem 

tall strong blossoms plants 
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JLiiCTie jjoy ijiue i come uiow your 

horn; 
The sheep are in the meadow, the cows in 

the corn. 
Where's the little boy who looks after the 

sheep ? 
He's under the haystack, fast asleep. 

iSapagiil!ia.:\ 

Find the words which you know : — 

boy fast corn blow stack 

toy last mom slow track 

joy mast horn flow back 
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Mr. Brown ground help 

sow fall wheat some 

This is Mr. Brown, the farmer. 
Farmer Brown is George's father. 

He is working in his field. 
See him throw the seed on the 

ground. 
By and by the seed will grow. 
The little green leaves will 
grow up into the air. 
The little brown roots' will grow down into 

the ground. 
The sun and the rain will help the seeds 

to grow. 
The wind will blow over the field. 
By and by Farmer Brown will have a field 
of ripe wheat. 
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I will play that I am a farmer. 

I will be Farmer Brown. 

Come, George, let us sow the seed in the 

field. / 
Come, sun, shine on my field. 
Come, rain, and fall on my field. 
Come, winds ! Come, warm winds, and blow 

over my fields. 
Grow, little seeds, and make my fields green. 



Now George and I will feed the chickens. 

They will like some corn. 

We will feed the cows and the horses. 

They will like some hay. 

The lambs will eat grass. 

Old Fan, what can we do for you? 

Ben, what do you like? 
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Elsie butter churn puts night 
please asking cream pans dasher 

aood Elsie is making butter. 

See the big churn. 

Do you know how Elsie makes butter ? 

She milks the cow every night and every 

morning. 
The cow gives Elsie a pailful of sweet milk 

every night and every morning. 
Elsie puts . the milk into milk pans. 
In the morning she finds the milk covered 

with cream. 
Elsie puts the cream into her churn. 
Up and down, up and down, goes the dasher 

of the chum. 
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Soon the cream is made into butter. 

Elsie makes little balls of butter for the 

children. 
Elsie is strong. She likes to work. 
She likes to make butter from the cream. 
The children like the yellow butter. 
They like to see Elsie make the butter. 

Thank you, good Elsie, for making the sweet 

butter for us. 
Thank you, good cow, for giving us the 

sweet milk. 
Puss likes milk, too. She is asking Elsie to give 

her some cream. Say " Please," Kitty 1 
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manger full fellow hard lying barks 

Here is the ox in the barn. The manger 

is full of sweet hay for the hungry ox. 
Good^ old fellow! He 

has worked hard aU 

the morning. Now 

he has come to eat 

his dinner. 
But a dog is lying in 

the manger. 
As the tired ox comes to his dinner, the 

dog barks to keep him away. 
" Why do you keep me from my dinner ? " 

says the good ox. " You cannot eat hay." 
Do you like that dog? 
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JloTHM. 



■!» 



mill wheel turns splash dripping 

Here is the old mill by the brook. 

See the big wheel. 

How it turns around, around, around! 

The water falls upon the wheel and turns 

it around. 
Hear the water splash, splash, splash! 
Hear the brook laugh and sing ! 
It sings from morning till night. 
This is the brook that runs under the trees. 
It is the brook that old Fan likes. 
The brook turns the big mill wheel 
Around and around goes the dripping 

wheel. 
Splash, splash, splash goes the water. 
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Round and round it goes, 
As fast the water flows, — 
The dripping, dropping, rolling wheel 
That turns the noisy, dusty mill. 
Round and round it goes, 
As fast the water flows. 

Turning all the day. 

It never stops to play, — 



The dripping, dropping, rolling wheel- 
But keeps on grinding golden meal. 

Turning all the day. 

It never stops to play. 

Sparkling in the sun. 

The merry waters run 
Upon the foaming, flashing wheel 
That laugheth loud, but worketh still, 

Sparkling in the sun, 

The merry waters run. 

[/See iMgre IZS.'l 
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I 

miller grinds meal cakes stops merry 

The farmer takes his corn to the mill. 
Then the miller grinds the corn into meal. 
The brook helps the miller grind his corn. 
The miller makes meal as yellow as gold. 
Then mother makes corn cakes for our 

dinner. 
Did you know that the miller and the brook 

help to get your dinner? 
What can you do to help ? 

The big mill wheel turns all the day and 

never stops to play. 
The water runs fast over the wheeL 
The water laughs as it works. 
The merry brook laughs and sings as it 

runs the mill 
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' maple dressed 

sad summer 

■ sent October 

i 

Tee is beautiful 

ed in yellow, 
re turned to gold, 
coming to take 

1 you go, little 

go to cover the 

is coining and 
)rs will be cold 
We shall keep their roots warm." 
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"Dear old maple tree! 
Your leaves are gone away. 
They were so green all sum- 
mer! 
They were so beautiful in the 

sunshine ! 
Are you sad, now they are gone away ? " 
" Oh, no, little children ! I am not sad. 

I sent my leaves to 
cover the flowers and 
to keep them warm. 
The flowers are hiding 
from Jack Frost un- 
der my yellow leaves. 
October tiirned my ma- 
' pie leaves to gold." 
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'M^ 
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oriole elm fire-bird 

think swings hang-bird 

Have you seen the baby on the tree-top? 

Have you seen the little cradle? 

Look up in the elm tree. 

Do you not see the cradle on the long bough? 

^ • 

Do you know the baby's name ? 

Baby Oriole swings in the tree-top cradle. 

She rocks while her father and mother fly 

10 get her dinner. 
They sing for joy when they think of their 

baby in the cradle. 
Kate calls the oriole a fire-bird. 
George calls the oriole a hang-bird. 
Can you tell why? 
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Baby's cradle hangs on the bough. 
Blow, wind, 

Swing, cradle, 

Sleep, baby, sleep! 

Baby swings into dreamland now. 
Blow, wind. 

Swing, cradle. 

Sleep, baby, sleep I 

Blow softly, wind, 

While my baby sleeps. 
Swing gently, cradle. 

Sleep, baby, sleep I 

% 

jiiiAM/yva^, cAyCudi^, 6/UM/n43^. 
jJlotjv, i^<iS^, (u^^eyjiy. 
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oak climb 

strong aeorna 

branchi quirre] 

See this tall oak tree, Fred. 

How strong and beautiful it is! 

See its long branches. 

I can climb the tree. Can you? 

I can climb like a squirrel. 

The squirrel runs about in the oak tree. 

He likes to eat the acorns. 



A TtBOT READER. 



rSKDIKQ THE BIBDS. 
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best world busy hearts 

The one I love best is my mother. 

She is the best mother in the world. 

Her smile is like sunshine. 

She is busy ifrom morning till night. 

It is mother who tells us stories. 

It is mother who sings sweet songs to us. 

It is mother who loves us. 

And we love mother with all our hearts. 

Hundreds of stars in the pretty sky, 

Hundreds of shells on the shore together, 
Hundreds of birds that go singing by, 

Hundreds of bees in the sunny weather, 
Hundreds of dewdrops to greet the dawn, 

Hundreds of lambs in the purple clover, 
Hundreds of butterflies on the lawn, — 

But only one mother the wide world over. 

^See page Ijes."} 
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J O- 11^ CUi- MlK^tZ cud- Oy 'lAyCb, i€-<a^ •J/CM^, 
Jo 6^ OA- MAM^tZ CIA- Oy 'l/t^, 'U^ l/OA^, 

(Am<iytAaZ'i>'iAjJvaZ<iAoo7iyuAt-d<>'. 

UART iSAPES DODBK 
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one 


> smile < 


tree 


five 


\ sweet j 


bough 


seven 


< stories S 


branch 


ten 


s songs \ 


oak 


hundreds 


> sunshine < 


acora 


leaves 


j water < 


turns 


flowers 


J brook I 


sings 


roots 


mill 


works 


maple 


I wheel \ 


takes 


frost 

• 


j splash \ 


helps 


dinner 


> what \ 


robin 


butter 


\ why 5 


bluebird 


farmer 


s who ] 


sheep 


miller 


\ where < 


lamb 


winter 


\ when i 


horse 


summer 


i while > 


chicken 
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fox 




goat 


well 




bucket 


deep 




other 


could 




sly got 


tried use 




friend hope 



I wiU tell you a story about a fox. 

Once a fox fell into a well. 

It was so deep that he could not get out. 

He tried and tried, but it was of no use. 

Then a goat came along. 

"Why are you down there?" the goat said. 

"I am drinking this sweet water," said the 

fox. "Come down and try some." 
Into the bucket went the goat. 
The sly old fox got into the other bucket. 
As the goat went down in one bucket, the 

fox went up in the other. 
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When the bucket got to the top of the 
well, the fox jumped out and ran away. 

"Good-by, friend Goat," he said. "I hope 
you like the water." 



Silent Study. — Answer ahud. 



M^ayV^WMViyU-eyiyMyMOyOylo^? 



lATnaldAxiytrUAygxpaZdA}'? 
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hare 

tortoise 

plods 

race 

enough 

first before 

awoke lay 

steady wins 

The hare can run like the wind. 
The tortoise plods slowly along. 
" How slow you are ! " said the hare. " Why 

do you not run as I do?" 
"Let us try a race," said the tortoise. 

"Who can be first at the big oak tree?" 
"I can," said the hare; and away he went. 
"I have time enough," said the hare on 

his way. "I can sleep a while." 
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So he lay down to sleep. 

The tortoise went on, and on, and on, and 

was first at the tree. 
The hare awoke and ran to the oak tree. 
What did he find? 
There was the tortoise before him. 
Slow and steady wins the race. 
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Christmas ■wish stockings fill hold 
Santa Glaus moon waited doll skate 

I like Christmas Day. 

All the children like Christmas. 

We wish every day could be 

Christmas Day. 
The night before Christmas we 

hang up our stockings. 
Kate hangs her stocking and 

I hang mine. 
Baby Bess hangs two stock- 
ings. She is so little that one stocking 
will not hold enough. 
They say that Santa Claus comes to fill the 

stockings. 
One Christmas I tried to see him. 
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The big round moon was shining. 

The snow was cold and white. 

I waited, and waited, and waited. 

But I did not see Santa Claus. I think 1 

fell asleep. 
When I awoke, it was morning. 
Our stockings were full of toys. 
Kate had a big doll and a balL 
I had some skates. 
I like to skate. 

Baby Bess had her two stockings full. 
I wish that Santa Claus came every day. 



JL FIBST SHADER. 



Ted sharp 
claws afraid 



Kitty, this is Ted. 
Ted, this is Kitty. 
See Kitty's sharp 

claws, Ted. 
I know why they 
are sharp. 
I saw Kitty and Ben the other day. 
Ben ran after Kitty and barked at her. 
Kitty was afraid of Ben and ran away 

from him. 
She ran up a tree, and he could not get her. 
Her sharp claws helped her to climb the trea 
Ben could not climb the tree. 
His claws are not sharp. 
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The little mouse knows why Kitty's claws 

are sharp. 
She is afraid of Kitty. 
She runs away when she sees Kitty 

coming. 
Can you tell now why she has sharp 

claws ? 
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want still 

smell teeth 

cheese ^'TTSpijjtmilffiEg :^ would 



Little mouse, what do you want here? 

Are you looking for your dinner? 

You smell my good cheese. 

You think you would like some cheese for 

dinner. 
Little mouse, your teeth are very sharp. 
I know you can eat cheese. 
Be very still, little mouse. 
Kitty may hear you. 
You do not like her sharp claws. 

llfA^yri' tAyO oat M- aAAM3yu- 
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A mouse in the oven was spinning blue 

wooL 
Pussy came by, and bit off her tail. 
"Pray, Puss, give me my long tail again!" 
"Yes, Mouse, if you will bring me some 

milk." 
Mouse ran to the cow. 
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"Pray, Cow, give me some milk! 

I will give Puss the mUk, and get my long 

tail again." 
"Tes, Mouse, if you bring me some hay." 
Mouse ran to the bam. 



"Pray, Bam, give me some hay I 

I will give Cow the hay, 

Cow will give me the milk. 

I will give Puss the milk, and get my long 

tail again." 
"Yes, Mouse, if you will bring me a key." 
Mouse ran to the smith. 
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"Pray, Smith, give me a key I 
I will give Bam the key, 
Bam wiU give me some hay. 
I will give Cow the hay, 
Cow will give me some milk. 
I will give Puss the milk, and get my long 

tail again." 
" Yes, Mouse, if you bring me some coal." 
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Mouse ran to the sea. 

"Pray, Sea, give me some coal! 

1 will give Smith the coal. 

Smith will give me the key. 

I will give Bam the key, 

Bam will give me some hay. 

I will give Cow the hay. 

Cow will give me some milk. 

I will give Puss the milk, and get my long 

tail again." 
"Yes, Mouse, if you bring me a feather." 
Mouse ran to the hen. 
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"Pray, Hen, give me 

a feather! 
/ will give Sea the 

feather, ' 

Sea will give me some 

coal. 
I will give Smith the 
coal, 

Smith wiU give me a key. 
I will give Bam the key. 
Barn will give me some hay. 
I will give Cow the hay. 
Cow will give me some milk. 
/ will give Puss the milk, and get my long 

tail again." 
"Yes, Mouse, if you bring me some meal." 
Mouse ran to the miller. 
"Pray, Miller, give me some meal! 
I will give Hen the meal. 
Hen will give me a feather. 
I will give Sea the feather, 
Sea will give me some coaL 
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I will give Smith 

the coal, 
Smith will give me 

a key. 
I will give Bam 

the key, 
Barn will give me 

some hay. 
I will give Cow 

the hay, 
Cow will give me 

some milk. 
I will give Puss 
the milk, and get my long tail again." 
" Yes, Mouse, if you hring me some water." 
Mouse ran to the well. 
"Pray, Well, give me some water! 
I will give Miller the water, 
Miller will give me some meaL 
I will give Hen the meal. 
Hen will give me a feather. 
I will give Sea the feather. 
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Sea will give me 

some coal. 
I will give Smith 

the coal, 
Smith will give 

me a key. 
I will give Bam 

the key, i 

Barn will give me 

some hay. 
I will give Cow the hay. 
Cow will give me some milk. 
I will give Puss the milk, and get my long 

tail again." 
"Yes, Mouse, with all my heart." 
So the well gave Mouse some water. 
First she skipped and then she ran. 
Till quickly to the mill she came, 
Laid down her water, and took up her meal. 
Now she skipped and then she ran. 
Till quickly to the hen she came. 
Laid down her meal, and took up a feather. 
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Again she skipped and then she ran, 

Till quickly to the ^ea she came. 

She laid down her feather and took up her 

coal. 
First she skipped and then she ran, 
And quickly to the smith she came, 
Laid down her coal, and took up her key. 
Now she skipped and now she ran, 
Till quickly to the bam she came. 
She laid down her key and took up her hay. 
Now she hurried, and skipped, and ran. 
Till quickly to the cow she came. 
She laid down her hay and took up her 

milk. 
Now she danced, and skipped, and ran, 
Till back to cruel Puss she came. 
She laid down her milk and took up her 

tail, and hopped into the oven spinning 

blue wool. 
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" Where did you come from, 

Baby dear?" 

"Out of the everywhere 

Into the here." 

"Where did you get 

Your eyes so blue?" 

"Out of the sky 

As I came through." 

"Where did you get 

That pearly ear?" 

"God spoke, and it 

Came out to hear." 

"How did you come 

To us, you dear?" 

'*God thought of you. 

And so I am here." 

\_See page 128.'\ Geoboe Macdonald. 
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What does little birdie eay, 
In her nest at peep of day? 
"Let me fly," says little birdie; 

" Mother, let me fly away." 
" Birdie, rest a little longer. 
Till the little wings are stronger." 
So she rests a little longer, 

Then she flies away. 

What does little baby say, 
In her bed at peep of day % 
Baby says, like little birdie, 

"Let me rise and fly away." 
" Baby, sleep a little longer, 
Till the little limbs are stronger." 
If she sleeps a little longer, 

Baby, too, shall fly away. 

{See page 128. "l Te 



TO TEACHERS, 

The nursery rhymes and poems in this book are presented with a 
double purpose. They are a direct contribution to children's litera- 
ture, and they may be used as a help in acquiring a vocabulary. 

The teacher should first read the poem or rhyme aloud to the chil- 
dren until they have learned it by heart. The children should recite 
the poem again and again, until it is their own possession. Afterwards 
the children should find in the books the words of the poem, helped 
by their position in the line. By this means many new words may be 
idded to the vocabulary. 

The exercise is as interesting as a game. Every teacher knows that 
/.he child quickly learns to find the words at the end of a line in the 
jpicture books at home, and to name them long before he is taught to 
/•ead. For example, in " Mary and her lamb " the children will quickly 
team lamh^ m>ow^ went^ go^ day^ rule^ play^ school^ etc., because they are 
^.he filial words in the lines. After naming them from their place in 
the rhyme, the children will easily recognize them on the blackboard or 
in another text. 

The *' type words/' as play^ day^ go^ «(?, Jach^ JZK, hom^ com^ which 
occur in the various rhymes, may be made the basis of phonic drill, as 
on page 37. Words which do not occur in any other lesson and are not 
useful in phonic drill may be omitted, the emphasis being placed upon 
the most useful vocabulary. 

A song may be used in the same way. Thus, " Home, Sweet Home '* 
may not only serve as a song and as a basis for the series of lessons on 
the home, but it may also add several simple words («He«, air^ there^ 
etc.) to the vocabulary. 

The practice of skilful teachers has proved that this exercise is both 
valuable and interesting. It shows the children that their favorite 
rhymes and stories are found in books, which they are learning to read. 
It helps in the accumulation and mastery of a vocabulary, and is a 
natural step to literature. 

18B ^ 



